[image: image1.emf]
Standard Civil Contract – Immigration – Expression of Interest
Information for Providers

You may be aware from recent press reports and updates on the LSC website that the Immigration Advisory Service (IAS) entered into administration on 8 July 2011.  
At this time our primary concern is to ensure that those clients who require ongoing advice are able to access it with the minimum of disruption. We are keen to ensure that priority is given to clients requiring urgent advice or those that are particularly vulnerable. 
The indications from IAS’s administrator (Cork Gully LLP) are that there may be around 8,000 open cases where clients require further advice. Within this we have been advised that there are 1,242 Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children (UASC) and 385 appeal cases where the hearing date is within the next few weeks. These are located in the following locations:-

	Procurement Area 
	UASC Cases
	Urgent Appeal Cases

	London & South East England
	250
	85

	Midlands & East of England
	397
	102

	North East, Yorkshire & the Humber
	299
	95

	North West England
	249
	88

	South West England
	47
	15

	 Total
	1,242
	385


We are keen to understand the extent to which you have capacity to take on ex IAS clients in these urgent cases in order to facilitate IAS and their administrators to make referrals of their clients promptly if required. We would be grateful if you could complete this form as an expression of interest to indicate the volume of clients that you are willing and able to assist in the event that we might ask you to do so. In light of the potential urgency of these matters we would be grateful if you could respond by 12:00 pm on Monday 18 July. 
At this stage we are only requesting expressions of interest from those of you that already hold a Standard Civil Contract in the category of Immigration in the Procurement Area. 
Please note that your expression of interest will not create any obligation to accept the volume of referrals indicated. Similarly, the Commission is in no way guaranteeing that you will receive any file transfers as it will be the client’s choice which provider they want to instruct.

Our intention is that all ex IAS clients that require further advice will be able to obtain it from an alternative advice provider. We are currently considering arrangements to facilitate the transfer of non-urgent cases to new providers and we will update you on this shortly. 
In the meantime, we are keen to gauge what capacity you may have to take on former IAS cases involving clients that are not UASC or do not have an urgent appeal date. 

Guidance to assist you when dealing with ex IAS clients and this can be found at the following location: http://www.legalservices.gov.uk/civil/tendering/immigration.asp
Registration of Interest 

Please complete the following information to indicate your capacity and express your interest in assisting ex IAS clients if called upon to do so.
Please tick which of the following statements applies to your organisation:-
My organisation currently delivers Immigration services under a Standard Civil Contract and is interested in taking on ex IAS clients if required. Please note that in order to undertake UASC work caseworkers must have had an enhanced Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) check in the 24 months prior to instruction (see Paragraph 8.11(d) Standard Civil Contract Immigration Specification). If you tick this box please provide the information requested below.

My organisation delivers Immigration services under a Standard and is not 
interested in or capable of taking on ex IAS clients.
If you have indicated that you have capacity and would be willing, if requested, to take on the following number of cases in the locations specified, please provide the information requested below:-

	Procurement Area 
	Capacity/Estimated Volume of Clients Able to Take On

	
	UASC
	Urgent Appeal Cases
	Other

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Provider Name
	

	LSC Account Number e.g. 1A000B
	

	Contact Name
	

	Address

Post Code
DX
	

	Contact Telephone Number
	

	Contact Email Address
	


	Please use this box to provide any additional information which you think would assist us. For example if you do not currently have a presence in the location where you have expressed an interest, please confirm how you intend to assist clients there.

	


Signed:





Date: 

Please complete this form and email it to paul.benjamin@legalservices.gsi.gov.uk  by 12pm on Monday 18 July.
If you have any queries please email us at the above address.
